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Bellefield developers, Hyde Park officials push overcoming challenges
by Curtis Schmidt

Challenges loom; however, those sup-
porting the development of Bellefield at
Historic Hyde Park insist the obstacles will
be overcome to pave the way for the facili-
ty planned on property across Route 9 from
the Culinary Institute of America (CIA).

Tom Mulroy of T-Rex Capital and Joe
Gaudio, partner in Bellefield Development,
addressed members of the Hyde Park
Chamber of Commerce on Thursday, July
23. They noted that the development will be
designed to keep the many visitors to places
such as Marist College, the CIA and the his-
toric sites in the area for longer stays, so
they will be inclined to spend more money
in the local area.

Mulroy said the first phase of the project
will include a 110-room boutique hotel 
with a spa and conference center and a 140-
room extended stay hotel. Further plans
include the construction of a residential
development and retail shopping center to
include a coffee shop, bakery and other
boutique shops.

He said estimates include approximately
550 construction jobs and more than 350
full-time permanent jobs. The facilities are

expected to generate approximately $4.25
million in outside spending.

“We have an amazing asset here 
with the CIA and all of its conferences;
however, visitors come and go,” said
Mulroy. “Our goal is to get those individ-
uals to stay in the area for several days and
invite them to come back with their friends
and families.”

He noted that the developers have paid
water taxes for the past four years and 
that the tax status of the property is being
studied.

Sewer district development is a major
challenge. Hyde Park Town Supervisor
Aileen Rohr said one central sewer district
from the Bellefield site up to Market Street
is cost prohibitive. She said that alterna-
tives, such as smaller sewer districts, are
being studied and grants should be avail-
able for such systems.

“We have to start with an engineering
study and work through the details,” she
said. “We need an affordable plan and find
the grant money to bring the cost down. We
are open to creative solutions and we need
to work together.”

Michael Dupree, Town of Hyde Park
Planning Board chairman, said an amended

From left: Joe Gaudio and Tom Mulroy spoke to the Hyde Park Chamber of Commerce last
Thursday about a proposed development across from the Culinary Institute of America, at the
gateway to Hyde Park’s Route 9 commercial corridor. Photos by Curtis Schmidt

concept plan must be approved by the Town
Board and then a site plan must be
approved.

“We are all in this together,” Dupree
said. “We will work together to get it done.”

Gaudio said it will likely take nine
months to a year before “we have a shovel
in the ground.” He said the first phase con-
struction would take approximately 18-24
months.

FIVE TO RECEIVE VAL-KILL AWARD
HYDE PARK—The Eleanor Roosevelt Center at Val-Kill announced recipients of the prestigious Eleanor

Roosevelt Val-Kill Medal Award on Sunday, Oct. 18, at a ceremony and luncheon at the Eleanor Roosevelt
National Historic Site (Val-Kill) in Hyde Park. A little about each honoree:

Under Maria Cuomo Cole’s leadership, HELP USA has become the largest provider of homes and serv-
ices for the homeless in the United States.

As founder and executive director of Cheetah Conservation Fund (CCF), Dr. Laurie Marker has pio-
neered research, established conservation models and created cooperative alliances on behalf of the chee-
tah that never before existed.

On June 24, 2011, then Sen. Stephen M. Saland cast the decisive vote for New York’s Marriage Equality
Act, legalizing same-sex marriage in New York. He also reformed New York’s Domestic Violence Protection
Law, revamped the way in which New York combats domestic violence and won a major victory for school
children and their families when he authored legislation to protect children from abusive school employees.

As president and CEO of Pittsburgh Manchester Bidwell Corporation and its division Bidwell Training
Center, William Strickland created an educational model that creates empowering educational environ-
ments for adults-in-transition, urban and at-risk youth.

Yoshiomi Tamai has raised $1 billion US dollars to enable 95,000 orphaned students to finish higher edu-
cation. His Ashinaga Foundation educates and nurtures future leaders to contribute to society via caring
attitudes, open minds and the energy to act.

Given annually to those who have made significant contributions in areas that were the focus of Mrs.
Roosevelt’s life such as education, advocacy, social justice, public service and human rights, the ceremo-
ny raises funds to support programs including Girls’ Leadership Worldwide, which empowers girls to be
socially-conscious leaders; Eleanor Roosevelt Emerging Leaders Program for community college students
and other initiatives.

For information about investment opportunities and tickets, visit www.ervk.org or e-mail
kdurham@ervk.org.
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